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Ancient Britons,
about 50 B.C.
A British village beside the
Thames in the time of Julius
Cmsar would bave presented a
eurious mixture of squalor and
gplendour. The houses would
have been small round huts
built of clay and wattles. The
bhoats were sometimes of skins
on a wooden framework, some-
times merely dug-outs, as shown
in the picture (London Muse-
um). The nobles and chieftains
were equipped with richly dec-
orated swords and shields of
golden bronze ornamented with
elaborate patterns picked out in
red enamel. In the invention
of certain types of bold eurvil-
inear design, on metal and pot-
tery, the British or " Celtic "
craftsman of this period has
never been surpassed.
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Roman War-Galley on
the Thames, A.D. 296.
In Loman Britain (A.D. 43-
410) the military forces were
mostly confined to the frontiers
ir the north and the west. The
coasts of the English Channel
and the North Sea, however,
were patrolled by a Channel
Fleet, and warships must oc-
casionally have come up-river
to London. In the year 296,
when Britain was in the hands
of usurpers supported by mer-
cenary troops, London was
saved by the timely arrival of
the Cesar Constantius with
his battleships off London. A
Roman gold medal found a few
years ago commemorates this
rescue of London, and depicts
a galley in the Thames near the
city.

F
ISSUED BY THE IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO.
(OF GREAT BRITAIN & IRELANE), LTD.

*

]
A X A i

ISSUED BY THE IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO

{OF GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND), LTD.




‘u\ | N Ll OB 5)
CONSTANTINE THE GREAT IN LONDON, A.D. 306

MARKET IN ROMAN LONDON,

ABOUT A.D. 400

THE STORY
OF LONDON

F_m ES OF
3

Constantine the Great
in London, A.D. 306.
In the summer of A.D. 306, the
Roman Emperor, Constantius,
died at York, and his son Con-
stantine was proclaimed Em-
peror in his stead. Constantine
hurried southwards to secure
the loyalty of Gaul and must
have passed through London.
Inthe picture,the new Emperor
is seen riding down towards the
Thames after a civic reception
in the great hall or basilica
which can be seen behind him.
The remains of this basilica,
unearthed at various times in
Leadenhall Street and Cornhill,
show that it was probably the
largest Roman structure of its
kind north of the Alps, thus
bhearing witness to the wealth
and importance of London in
Roman times.
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Marketin Roman Lon-
don, about A.D. 400.

Only eighteen years after the
BRoman invasion (A.D. 43) Lon-
don was already, as a Eoman
writer records, " crowded with
traders and a hive of com-
merce.'” Upon London con-
verzed most of the main roads
of Itoman Britain, and to the
busy markets of the city came
pottery from Gaul, glass from
the Rhineland and metalwork
from Italy; and wine and oil
were imported in large two-
handled jars, as shown in the
illustration, The streets would
be well planned, and well or-
ganized with semi-military
police and firemen, In many
ways the Roman cily mmust
have been far mo 2 comfortable
and * modern " than its medi-
eval successor,
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New Year Festival in
Roman London.
In Roman times there were
festivals which resembled our
Christmas and New Year cele-
brations. A midwinter festival,
dedicated to the god Saturn,
was devoted to general rejoic-
ing. Slaves sat at table with
their masters, games were or-
ganized for the young, and gifts
(especiallyclaydolls) wereinter-
changed. January thefirst was
also a Roman holiday. Sacri-
fices were offered to the god
Janus, and visits and giits ex-
changed. These festivals were
observed throughout the Ro-
man Empire, and the streets of
Roman Londonmustoftenhave
re-echoed to pay processions
wending their way to celebra-
tions of what may be called the
“ pagan Christmas.”
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Saxons Entering Lon-
don, about A.D. 450.
In the year 410 the Tloman
Emperor, hard-pressed by ene-
mies at the gates of Rome it-
=clf, ** bade the cities of Britain
fend for themselves." This for
some time they did, but their
powers of resistance to the in-
vading hordes of barbarians
from Germany, Ireland and
Scotland soon diminished, The
populationofthecity decreased,
and bands of Saxon freebooters
or immigrants must from time
to time have entered and plun-
dered the decaying buildings.
These invaders generally settled
outside the old Roman town,
and traces of early Saxon occu-
pation have been found in the
environsof London; e.g., at Mit-
cham and Croydon, ratherihan
in the city itself.
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Alfred the Great Re-
building the Walls of
London, 886.

From time to time the Saxons
repaired the town walls which
the Romans had left. In the
long struggle against the Danish
invaders, London was of special
importance. By the time of
King Alfred, its magnificent
Roman walls, three miles in
length, had fallen into decay.
In the year 886 the king re-
stored them, and the City suf-
fered harm from the Danes on
only one occasion throughout
the remainder of its storimy
Baxonhistory. Inrecording the
numerous assaults upon the
City, the S8axon Chronicler re-
peatsagainand again the words
** Praise be to God that it yet
standeth sound ""—words that
area part of Loadon’s heritage.
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Canute Conveying his
Ships round London,
1016.

In the days when England was
being ravaged ceaselessly by
the Vikings or Danes, London,
by virtue of its strong Roman
walls and the determination of
its citizens, generally succeed-
ed in holding out against the
invaders. London Bridge, man-
ned by Londoners, proved an
additional obstacle to the at-
tacking fleets. Thus in 1016
the Danish king Canute “went
with all his ships toward Lon-
don ; where they sunk a deep
ditch on the south side (i.e.
through Southwark) and drag-
ged their ships to the west gide
of the bridge."
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Edward the Confessor
Rebuilds Westminster
Abbey, 1060.
The pious Edward, one of the
last of the Baxon kings of Eng-
land, had spent much time at
the court of the Duke of Nor-
mandy. When, therefore, in
1042 he decided to rebuild the
old Baxon abbey at Westmin-
ster, the new building was de-
signed in the Norman style.
The new church farexceeded in
gize any church then built in
western Europe, the nave being
almost as long as the existing
one. Thewholechurch wasover
three hundred feet in length,
but nothing of it now survives
aboveground. Itsconstruction
was the Confessor's main in-
terest in his latter years, but
he died ten days before its
dedication in 1065.
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William the Conqueror
Granting a Charter to
London, 1065.

After the Battle of Hastings,
the English leaders assembled
in London, and prepared to
resist the invader. The Nor-
mans burned Southwark, and
William, crossing the Thames
higher up, began negotiations.
The parties linally came 1o
terms and, after the coronation
at Westminster, the new king
granted a charter to the citi-
zens of London. It consists of
four and a half lines, and merely
confirms existing rights—facts
which indicate the prestige of
the Londoners and the tact of
William. Itbeging : “William,
King, greets William, Bishop,"
and ends : “* T will not suffer
that any man offer you any
wrong. God help you."
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TOER OF LONDON,
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The Tower of London.
Fitzstephen deseribing London
mentions a ** most strong Pala-
tine Tower, whose turrets and
walls do rise from a deep found-
ation, the mortarthereof being
tempered with the blood of
beasts.” About a century be-
fore Fitzstephen wrote, the
Keep or White Tower (formerly
whitewazhed) was built by
William the Conqueror, being
completed about 1078, The
outer defences may have been
begun by William Rufus, but
are mostly of the 13th and 14th
centuries. A primary purpose
of this Royal fortress was to
overawe the City of London,
which continually assumed an
attitude of independence; and
even to-day the Tower lies out-
gide the administrative bound-
aries of the City.
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Queen Eleanor’s Fun-
eral Procession, 1290.
Eleanor, Queen of Edward I,
died in November, 1290, at
Harby in Nottinghamshire.
The funeral procession to Lon-
don started from Lincoln on
December the fourth, and ar-
rived at Westminster Abbey a
fortnight later. Along the route
the King erected ** Eleanor
Croszses " to her memory, but
only those at Northampton,
Geddington and Waltham re-
main. The finest cross of the
series was set up at Charing
Cross, to mark the final halt
before the interment. In 1647
it was demolished and its ma-
terials were used for paving in
Whitehall, Its memory is kept
alive by an imitation cross (not
a copy) in the courtyard of
Charing Cross siation.
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The Marching Watch,
about 1350.

On 8t. John's Day the ordin-
ary standing-watches of the
City were supplemented by a
marching watch which paraded
the sireets at night. It con-
gisted of soldiers, drummers,
fife-players, trumpeters, stan-
dard-bearers, pikemen,archers,
morris-dancers and the Mayor
himself **well mounted on
horse-back, torch bearersabout
him, and henchmen twain upon
great stirving horses.”” The
flickering lights ghntmg upon
the “bright harness,'” the

“chainz of gold,”” the parti-
coloured liveries, and the varied
armoury must have made one
of the most splendid of London
pageants. Such was its costli-
ness, however, that it was dis-

continued by Henry VIIL
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(‘anterbury F ﬂgrims,
about 1380.
In the Middle Ages the sick
went to shrines such as that
of 5i. Thomas of Canterbury,
who, ** for good people 1hat are
gick is the best of physicians.”
Others made pilgrimages to sat-
isfy a vow, or in expiation of
ging, The old Tabard Inn at
Southwark, immortalized by
Chauecer, was a starting-point
for the pilzrimage to Canter-
bury. Englishmen and foreign-
ers,knights, squires, merchants,
priests, vagabonds, all com-
bined to make these processions
of pilgrims a sort of pageant of
contemporary society : and
custom encouraged a jovial in-
timacy between class and class
which made these pilgrimages
notable events in 1he social life
of the times.
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A Joust on London
Bridge, 1390.

At a banquet given in Seot-
land, an argument had arisen
as to whether the English or
the Scots were the braver. To
seltle the matter, Lord Welles,
the English ambassador, chal-
lenged anyone present to meet
him in the lists with sharpened
spears. A Hcot, Bir David de
Lindsay, took up the challenge,
and for some unknown reason,
London Bridge was chosen for
the contest, on 8t. George's
Day, 1390. Richard 1I himself
was present when the knights
set to upon the narrow road-
way. At the first onset spears
were broken, but neither com-
batant was unseated. Eventu-
ally, however, the Englishman
was thrown, and the contest
ended in favour of the Scot.
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Dick Whittington and
Henry V, 1421.
The Richard Whittington of
history was a Gloucestershire
man who became mayor of
London. A wise and benevo-
lent city-father, he not only
won the regard of his fellow-
citizens but became the hero of
many legends, Amongst them
is the story of his entertain-
ment of King Henry V. The
King and his Queen were sit-
tinz at table when Whittington
rose and, drawing from a chest
a number of royal bonds to the
value of £60,000, threw them
into the flames on the open
hearth, thus cancelling the debt.
" Never had prince such a sub-
ject as you!l"” exclaimed the
King ; to which Whitiington
replied, " Never had subject
such a prince | **
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THE QUARREL IN THE

TEMPLE GARDENS.

1455
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lClLD LONDON BRIDGE

THE DRAWBRIDGE,

1428
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The Quarrel in the
TempleGardens, 1455.

The origin of the badges which
gave their name to the Wars
of the Roses is described by
Shakespeare in ** Henry VI,
Part 1, in a scene which is with-
out historical authority. The
protagonists, including the Earl
of Somerszet, Richard Duke of
York, and Warwick the future
King-maker, are reprezented as
disputing in the Temple Gar-
dens. York exclaims :
** Let him that is a true-born
gentleman . . .
From off this briar pluck a
white rose with me."
To which, Bomerset rejoins *
** Let him that is no coward
nor no flatterer . . .
Pluck a red rose from off
this thorn with me."
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Old London Bridge:
the Drawbridge, 1428.
In order to enable trading-
vessels Lo reach the Queenhithe
wharf, which lay above Lon-
don Bridge, a drawbridge was
provided in the southern half
of the Bridge. The Drawbridge
Gate, a prominent feature of the
structure, was rebuilt in 1428
and survived until the reign of
Elizabeth. ‘The frequency with
which the drawbridge was used
and the vibration of the Bridge,
weakened the Gate to such an
extent that the raising of the
drawbridge had to be discon-
tinued, and most sea-going ships
were then,as now, compelled to
unload below-bridge. There-
after the chief function of the
Gate was to support on poles
the heads of executed traitors.
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WESTMINSTER,
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Caxton's Press at
Westminster, 1477.

William Caxton was anpren-

ticed to a mercer, and later

became a prosperous merchant.

But his heart was in literary

pursuits, and he translated from

the French a romance called

“The Histories of Troy.” Such

was the demand for this trans-

lation that he decided to learn
the new art of printing, and in

1474 the work was published

either at. Bruges or at Cologne.

This was the first printed book

in English. Later, Caxton set

up a press in Westminster, and

there, on November 15th, 1477,

he printed ** The Dictes and

Bayings of the Philosophers,”

the first book printed in Eng-

land and a landmark, therefore,
in the history of our country.
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Latimer at Paul's

Cross, 1548.

Near old St. Paul's stood a
pulpit-cross, described by Stow
as " of timber, mounted upon
steps of stone, and’ covered
with lead.” From it sermons
were preached, and it was alzo
used for ecclesiastical and royal
announcements. 1t has been
termed “‘the pulpit not only of
the Cathedral, but almost of
the Church of England.”” After
his releaze from the Tower in
1548, Latimer preached hisanti-
clerical sermons from the Cross,
and declared the Devil to be
the most assiduoous bishop in
England. Here, too, Tindall's
translation of the Bible was
publicly burnt. The structure
was demolished in 1643, but a
modernmonument indicates its
approximate posiltion.
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In the Nave of Old
St. Paul’s, about 1570.
In the Middle Ages, the naves
of churches were sometimes
uged for secular purposes. This
usage eventually became a scan-
dal, and a 16th century bishop
wrote of 8t. Paul's: ““The south
alley for Popery and usury,
the north for simony, and the
horse-fair in the midst for all
kinds of bargains, meetings,
brawlings . . . and the font for
ordinary pavment of money.'”
The aisles became the haunts
of loiterers and beggars, and to
* seek dinner with Duke Hum-
phrey ** (Duke Humphrey's
tomb) meant to be down-and-
out and dinnerless.. In this
mixed company, gossip circu-
lated freely, and it was a
common thing to go * to Paul's

to learn some news.”
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Opening of the first
Royal Exchange, 1571.
Atthebeginning of Queen Eliza-
beth's reign, Antwerp was the
commercial centre of northern
Europe. By improving upon
the methods of the Antwerp
merchants, Bir Thomas Gres-
ham, the greatest merchant
and banker of the age, ad-
vanced London to this proud
pogition. Seeing that the Lon-
don merchants had no meeting-
place but walked ** in the rain,
more like pedlars than mer-
chants,” Gresham established
the London Exchange which
survived until the Great Fire
of 1666. In Jan. 1571, it was
opened by the Queen, who
* viewed every part thereof .
and caused the Bourse by an
herald and trumpet to be pro-
claimed the Koyal Exchange.”
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Old London Bridge:
Nonesuch House, 1577.
Through the narrow arches of
0ld London Bridge the tide
rushed flercely, and accidents
were frequent. Passengers
grnerally disembarked above
the Bridge and rejoined their
boats below it. In 1577 the
stone tower was replaced by
an elaborate timber-framed
structure known as Nonesuch
House and described by SBtow
as " a beautiful and chargeable
piece of worke." This building,
with jts four high towers and
innumerable windows, was en-
riched with shields of arms and
carved panels, and was brightly
coloured. It remained the most
notable building on the Bridge
until the removal of all the

buildings in 1757.
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Bull- Bmting on the
Ice, Southwark, 1608.
The piers of Old London Bridge
tended to check the flow of
the Thames, so that the river
was sometimes frozen over,
This happened in 1608 and
many ** set up booths upon the
ice as fruit-sellers, victuallers,
etc.”” In 1684 there was an-
other severe frost, and Evelyn
records ** booths in formal
streets, all sorts of trades and
shops, furnished and full of
commodities, even to a print-
ing press on the jce. Coaches
plied from Westminster to the
Temple {on the ice), and there
were sleds, a bull-baiting, horse
and coach races and puppet-
plays'. The tall building in the
illustration is the aold Globe

Theatre, Southwark.
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The Great Plague,
1665.

In 1665 the last great plague
ravaged London, and infected
households were forbidden to
move, Pepys records the fol-
lowing incident of ““a complaint
brought against a man in the
town for taking a child from
London . .. It was the child
of a very able citizen . . . who
had buried all the rest of his
children of the plague . .. and
did desire only to save the life
of this little child ; and so pre-
vailed to have it received stark-
naked into the arms of a friend,
who brought it (having put it
into fresh clothes) to Green-
wich ; where upon hearing the
story, we did agree it should be
permitted to be received.”

W.A.&A.C.CHURCHMAN
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The Great Fire, 1666,
On Bunday morning, Septem-
ber 2nd, 1666, a fire broke out i
]
|
|

|
|
i
in the shop of the King's baker ||
in Pudding Lane, near London ||
jridge. A strong wind fanned
the flames, and for four days |
the western half of the city was |
steadily consumed. The stones |
of burning St. Paul's (seen in
the illustration) flew *'like
grenadoes,'” and it was possible
to read at Westminster by the
light of the flaming cathedral.
The stricken inhabitants crow-
ded to the river and to the
countiryside. Bythe fourthday
a lull in the wind enabled the
troops and citizens to stay the
westward progress of the fire
at Fetter Lane, But medieval
London had been wiped out,
and modern London was to
take its place.
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PLAYING AT PALL-MALL ABOUT 1680

GEAT FROST ON THE THAMEB

1533'
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Playing at Pall-Mall,
about 1680.

Introduced from France, pro-
bably in the reign of James 1,
pall-mall was “a game wherein
a round bowle is with a mallet
siruck through a high arch of
iron (standing at either end of
an alley) . . . This game was
heretofore used inthe long alley
near St. James's, and vulgarly
called Pall-Mall.”* Hence the
name of the London street
where the alley was situated.
Charles1I was fond of the zame,
and Waller wrole of him :(—
** No sooner hag he touched
the flying ball,
But "tis already more than
half the Mall,
And such a fury from his
arm has got,
As from a culverin 'twere
ghot.""
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Great Fmst on the
Thames, 1683.

In December 1683 began, as
Ewvelyn records, ** one of the
severest frosts in England that
had happened for many years."
During the following month
** gireets of booths were set up-
on the Thames...and coaches,
carts and horses passed over "
while sports and festivities were
instituted—skating, football,
gkittles, etc. Onthisand onsimi-
lar oecasions, printing-presses
were set up on the jee and did a
brisk trade. One of the notices
thus printed reads : * Bacred
to the Meumrjr of J, Frost who
bega.u to expire this day Feb.
i, 1514, in consequence of an
attack committed by A. Thaw.
By 8. Warner on the lce.”
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Sir Christopher Wren
at St, Paul’'s, about
1684,

At the entrance to the choir of
St. Paul'sisaninscription coms-
memorating its architect, Sir
Christopher Wren, ending with
the words **If you seek his
monument, look around you.”
The cathedral, re-built after
the Great Fire, is the master-
piece of one of the greatest and
busiest architects in hizstory.
Afterthe preparationof various
alternatives, a design, ** very
artificial, proper, and useful,”
was approved in 1675, but was
extensively altered and im-
proved by Wren during the
next forty years. He was con-
tinually hoisted up the scaf-
folding in a basket to inspect
the work.
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Defoe in the Pillory,
1703.

In the religious controversies
of his day Daniel Defos (the
famous author of ** Robinson
Crusoe") intervened on the side
of toleration. Hisaudacity and
eynicismroused theauthorities,
andin 1703 he was sentenced at
the Old Bailey to a fine, im-
prisonment and the pillory. He
stood in the pillory at Temple
Bar, but the populace formed
a guard round the pillory and
covered it with flowers. His
** Hymn to the Pillory,"” which
was sold amonget the crowd,
incinded the lines :—
“ Tell them the men that
placed him here
Are scandals to the times
Are at a loss to find his guilt
And can't commit his erimes,”

] i » W
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THE OLD EAST INDIA WHARF,
ABOUT 1720
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The Old East India
Wharf, about 1720,

The East India Company, a
** corporation of men with long
heads and deep purposzes,’”” was
an outcome of the great Eliza-
bethan age of exploration,
though it owed its immediate
origin to an attempt on the
part of the Dutch merchants
to corner the Indian pepper
trade. Incorporated in 1600, it
quickly became **'the largest
and most magnificent Company
in the world.”" Its wharves be-
low London Bridge were soon
supplemented by anchorages
furtherdown theriverat Black-
wall, where offices wera built as
early az1612. In 1789 the con-
struction of the great East In-
dia Dock marked an important
advance in the development of
the Port of London.
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Concert in Vauxhall
Gardens, 1732.

The celebrated Vauxhall or
New Spring Gardens were on
the Surrey side of the Thames,
in Lambeth. They were laid
out in the time of Charles 1I,
and in 1732 were beautified
and became a resort of Rovalty
and fashion, who were * here
entertained with the sweet song
of nightingales, in concert with
the best band of musick in
England. Here are fine pavil-
ions, shady groves, and most
delizhtful walks, illuminated by
above 1,000 Iamps. In the
centre is erected the temple for
the musicians." The Gardens
were closed in 1859,
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Ranelagh Gardens,
1742.

** Two nights ago,” wrote Hor-
ace Walpole in 1742, ** Rane-
lagh Gardens were opened at
Chelsea ; the:prince, princess,
duke, much nobility and much
mob besides were there. There
is a vast amphitheatre, finely
gilt, painted, and illuminated ;
into which everyone that loves
eating, drinking, staring or
-crowding isadmitted for twelve
pence. The building and dis-
position of the gardens cost
£16,000." For over half a cen-
tury, concerts; masquerades,
fireworks and other entertain-
mentsdrew fashionablecrowds, -
Smollett makes Lydia Melford
in Humphrey Clinker declare
that ** Ranelagh looks like the
enchanted palace of a genje.”

W.A.& A.C.CHURCHMAN
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Dr. Johnson at the
“ Mitre,"” about 17064.

The Mitre Tavern in Mitre
Court, near Fleet Street, car-
ried on the name and traditions
of the famous tavern of Shakes-
peare’s day. Here Dr. Johnson
used to meet his friends Bos-
well, Goldsmith and ofhers,and
it was here that a Scottish
visitor boasted of the many
noble wild prospects of his na-
tive country. ** I believe, 8ir,”"
replied the Doctor, ** you bave
a great many. Norway, too,
has wild prospects ; and Lap-
land is remarkable for prodi-
giousnoble wild prospects. But,
Bir, let me tell you, the noblest
prospect which a Scotchman
ever sees is the high road that
leads him to England."” The
tavern was closed in 1865.
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The Pantheon, 1772.

On the south side of Oxford
Street can still be seen the al-
tered front of the old Pantheon,
opened in 1772 for ** the noc-
turnal revels of the British
nobility." The great rotunda
was used for masquerades and
dances, and was frequented (as
a contemporary letter relates)
by **such mixture of company
a8 never assembled before
under the same roof, including
gerious men and most of the
gay ladies in town." When the
Opera House was burned down
in 1789, the Pantheon tempor-
arily took its place. Destroved
by fire in 1792, it was rebuilt
in 1812, and, after becoming a
bazaar and a picture-gallery,
has been used for commercial
Ppurposes since 1867,
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The Cockpit at West-
minster, about 1797.

Priorto 18186, a cock-pit, roofed
with a cupola, stood at some
steps which still Jead out of
Birdcage Walk, in 8Bt. James's
Park, to Dartmouth Street. It
was succeeded by another—
the ** Royal Cockpit *"—in Tuf-
ton Street, Westminster, with
the Royal Arms depicted upon
it; a third pit had long pre-
viously existed in the same dis-
trict, in Whitehall Palace. The
cruel sport retained its popu-
larity well into the 19th cen-
tury but was prohibited by law
in 1849, Prior to the develop-
ment of horse-racing, cock-
fighting offered the best appor-
tunities for the gambling
sportsman.,
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The Fleet Prison,

about 1800,

The Fleet Prison adjoined Far-
ringdon Street, and at one time
was uzed for personscommitted
by Star Chamber. Afterwards
it became a debtors’ prison and
was rebuilt in 1781, Lord Sur-
rey, the poet, who was confined
here, described the gaol as **a
noistme place with a pestilent
atmosphere.” In order to pur-
chase food or bedding, prison-
ers would angle through the
railingsiorfarihings. Manycele-
brated persons were confined
here on more or less inadequate
pretexts ; and summary mar-
riages (**Fleet marriages'')
were regularly performed here
by ecclesiastical prisoners, of
whom there was generally a
proportion. The prison was
abolished in 1846.
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Model Warships on the
Serpentine, 1814,

Aupust 1st, 1814, being * the
centenary of the accession of
the illustrious family of Bruns-
wick to the throne of this king-
dom, and the anniversary of the
battle of the Nile," a * grand
national jubilee " was celebra-
ted in all the parks. Hyde Park
washung with Chinése lanterns,
and on the Serpentine a pic-
turesque fleet of miniature
battleships was moored. In the
evening this fleet waged a fierce
andzpectacular‘battle," which
ended in the defeat and burn-
ing of the French ships. With
the French fleet were two
American ships sailing under
the Stripes. These boats were
eaptured, and the British flag
hoisted over the American.

‘W A.&A.C. CHURCHMA.N
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Shillibeer s First
Omnibus, 1829,
The first regular short-distance
coaches, later known as omni-
buszes, wererunin Parisin 1519,
andtheideawasbroughttoLng-
land by an English coach-build-
er in Paris. George Bhillibeer.
On Saturday, July 4th, 1820,
the first London omnibus ran
from Paddington to the Bank
vialshington,thewhole journey
costing a shilling. The coach
was drawn by three horses
abreast, and bore the word
“Omnibus" upon its sides. The
first advertisement announced:
* The Proprietor begs to add,
that a person of great respect-
ability attends his Vehicle as
Conductor; and every possible
attention will be paid to the
accommodation of Ladies and
Children.**
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The West India Docks

in 1830.

London's importance as a port
dates from Roman times. The
Thames was the obvious gate-
way for Continental commerce,
and atrading centre came into
being at the lowest point where
a hard gravelled subsoil on both
banks permitted the establish-
ment of a bridge, and a meet-
ing-placeforiand and seatraflic,
Shipping at first anchored in
the open Pool of London, but
the congestion caused great in-
convenience. Accordingly the
West India merchants opened
docks in 1802, In 1805 a canal
was opened from Limechouse
Reach to Blackwall Reach, and
in 1829 the West India Dock
Company acquired it and con-
verted it into the SBouth West
India Dock,
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London’s First Motor-
Buses, 1833.
The first motor-buses were put
upon the streets of London in
1831 by Walter Hancock, a
Wiltshireman whoranasteam-
driven carriage on the Padding-
ton New Road. On April 22nd,
1833, another steam-carriage,
the ** Enterprize,” began to ply
regularly between the Bank and
Paddington. They were; how-
ever, as unreliable as, at a later
date, were the earliest petrol-
driven vehicles, and further dif-
ficulties were caused by un-
sympathetic legislation. In
15865, it was decreed by Act of
Parliament that a man with a
red flag should walk in front of
all mechanically-propelled
road-vehicles, and this put an
end to the development of such
vehicles for a generation.
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Temple Bar, 1835,

Temple Bar separated the
Strand from Fleet Street, and
was originally a barrier mark-
ing the limit of the City's terri-
tory outside the city walls.
Eefore the Great Fire of 1606,
it was “a house of timber,
erected across the street, with
anarrow gateway, and an entry
on the south side of it under
the house."” After the Fire it .
wasd rebuilt by Wren and re-
mained until 1878, when it was
removed as an obstruction. 1t
was evertually re-erected at
Waltham Cross, Thegateswere
closed when the Sovereign ap-
proached,and wereonly opened
after a parley—a custom last
performed in 1872, when Queen
Victoria visited St. Paul’s.

W.A.&A.C.CHURCHMAN
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BURNING OF THE ROYAL

EXCHANGE, 1838
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1851
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Burning of the Royal
Exchange, 1838.

The Roval Exchange, opened
in 1571, has twice been burned,
first in the Great Fire of 1GG6
and again in 1838. On both
occasions one of the few sur-
viving features was the original
statue of its founder, Sir
Thomas Gresham. The gecond
building, designed by Edward
Jarman, the City Surveyor of
the period, resembled Gresh-
am's bujlding. 1t was decorated
with statues of our kings and
queensfrom Edward Ionwards,
and in the centre of the quad-
rangle wasa fizure of Charles IL
by Grinling Gibbons. When fire
broke out on Jan. 10th, 1838,
the small manual fire-engines
of the period were powerless to
cope with the flames,
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The Great Exhibition,
1851,

The first great exhibition of
arts and industries was held in
Hyde Park in 1851 under the
presidency of the Prince Con-
sort. Exhibits from all the
principal countries of the world
were housed in a building of
glass and steel covering twenty
acres of ground. This building,
which cost over £193,000, was
rebuilt (with additions) at Syd-
enham, and still exista as the
Crystal Palace. The exhibition
marked an epoch, not only in
the development of a new in-
ternational outlook in crafts-
manship and commerce, but as
the culmination of that great
phase of earnest and confident
endeavour which is known as
the early Victorian Period.
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THE FIRST LONDON TRAMS, 1861
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The First London
Trams, 1861,

* Tram "* is an old word mean-
ing a ““ beam of wood,” and a
tramway was a way made with
beams of wood, Tramcars for
passenger traffic were first used
in New York in 1832, and in
1861, an American named G. I,
Train brought the jdea to Lon-
don. He built tramways in
the Bayswater Road, but the
scheme met with opposition.
In 1870 an Act was passed em-
powering local authorities to
construct tramways, and
these, either horse-drawn or
(later) driven by steam, came
into existence in most cities.
Nevertheless, it was only in
1896 that Parliament gave local
authorities powerto work tram-
ways as well as to construct
them.

-
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Somerset House before
the Construction of the
Embankment, 1862.
When the present buildings of
Somerset House were designed
by 8ir William Chambers in
1776, a proposal for reclaiming
the foreshore of the Thames by
means of an embankment had
already been under discussion
for a century. It had indeed
beena partof Wren’sschemefor
rebuilding London after the
Great Fire. Until after 1862,
however, the river-gate of Som-
erset House continued to fulfil
its original function, and it was
not until 1870 that the ** Vie-
toria Embankment,"’ from
Blackiriars to Westminster,
was opened by the Prince of
Wales. The roadway iz 1} miles
in length and 100 feet wide.

W.A.& A.C.CHURCHMAN
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Old Regent Street,
about 1886.

Regent Street was laid out in
1813 to connect, Carlton House
(thentheresidenceofthe Prince
of Wales) with Regent's Park,
and was completed about 1820,
1t was designed by John Nash,
and was built in the brick-and-
stuecco which that architect
popularized. The bold and
gimple lines of the Quadrant
(that part of the street which
adjoins Plecadilly Circus on the
west) made Regent Street fa-
mous amongst the beautiful
thoroughfares of the world. 1ts
beauty was originally enhanced
by an arcade, but this feature
was removed in 1848. The re-
mains of Nash's Regent Street
were demolislj:ed afterthe Great
War.
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Sir Douglas Haig at
the Cenotaph, 1919.
On the 19th July, 1919, repre-
gentatives of the Allied Forces
marched in triumph before
Their Majesties the King and
Queen, ltwasforthisceremony
that Sir Edwin Lutyens de-
gigned the plaster Cenotaph
which has now been replaced
by a permanent structure. The
contingents of the Allies, head-
ed by their generals, led the
procession, and were followed
by those of the Navy, under
Earl Beatty, and the Army,
under the Jate Earl Haig of
Bemersyde (then Sir Doughs
Haig). Marshal Foch, Gener-
alissimo of the Allied Arrmes
atiended the ceremony at the.
personal request of Sir Douglas
Haig.
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The Port of London
Authority, 1934.
150-ton Floating Crane,
After the founding of the first
docks, keen competition arose
between the various propries
tors. This rednced profits and
held up the improvements
needed in order to deal with
larger ships and increasing
business. Finally a Royal Com-
mission was appointed by the
Government, and, as a resalt,
the Port of London Authority
was created in 1008, Six miles
of new and reconstructed quays
gince 1909 have brought the
total quayage up to forty-five
miles, and floating eranes and
derricks have been supplied.
The picture shows the largest
of these, the ** London Mam-
moth,” which can lift up to
150 tons.
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London’s Air Port,
1934,

Such is the development of air-
craft in recent years that only
three years separate the state-
msant, made to the Wright
Brothers in 1912 by a Cabinet
Minister, that ** His Majesty's
Navies had no use for aero-
planes " from the first utiliza-
tion of Croydon as a centre-
point for aerial traffic. In 1919
H.R.H. the Duke of York
obtained his ** wings *" at Croy-
don, and the port, with the Air
Ministry for Port Authority, is
now the headquarters of com-
mercialaviationin Englandand
the starting-point for air routes
leading all over the world. Be-
gides the custom-houses the
buildings include a C.1.D. Hall
and a meteorological depart-
ment.
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